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lars, and boast of his being his guest sometimes till two or
three in the morning. At his house I hoped to have many
opportunities of seeing the sage, as Mr Sheridan obligingly
assured me I should not be disappointed.
When I returned to London in the end of 1762, to my
surprise and regret I found an irreconcileable difference had
taken place between Johnson and Sheridan. A pension of
two hundred pounds a year had been given to Sheridan,
Johnson, who, as has been already mentioned, thought
slightingly of Sheridan's art, upon hearing that he was also
pensioned, exclaimed, 'What! have they given him a pen-
sion ? Then it is time for me to give up mine.'
Johnson complained that a man [James Macpherson] who
disliked him repeated his sarcasm to Mr Sheridan, without
telling him what followed, which was, that after a pause he
added, 'However, I am glad that Mr Sheridan has a pen-
sion, for he is a very good man.' Sheridan could never forgive
this hasty contemptuous expression. It rankled in his mind;
and though I informed him of all that Johnson said, and that
he would be very glad to meet him amicably, he positively
declined repeated offers which I made, and once went off
abruptly from a house where he and I were engaged to dine,
because he was told that Dr Johnson was to be there. I have
no sympathetick feeling with such persevering resentment.
Mr Thomas Davies, the actor, who then kept a book-
seller's shop in Russel-street, Covent-garden, told me that
Johnson was very much his friend, and came frequently to
his house, where he more than once invited me to meet him;
but by some unlucky accident or other he was prevented
from coming to us.
Mr Thomas Davies was a man of good understanding and
talents, with the advantage of a liberal education. Though
somewhat pompous, he was an entertaining companion; and
his literary performances have no inconsiderable share of
merit. He was a friendly and very hospitable man. Both he
and his wife, (who has been celebrated for her beauty,) though
upon the stage for many years, maintained an uniform de-
cency of character; and Johnson esteemed them, and lived
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